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Brahms Symphony No. 2 and World Premiere Concerto for Bandoneón on the program for Santa Rosa Symphony concerts 
February 7, 8, and 9 

Virtuoso JP Jofre performs on the accordion-like instrument familiar in Argentine tango music 
 
(SANTA ROSA, CA)— Santa Rosa Symphony’s Viking River Cruises Classical Concert Series continues on February 7, 8 and 9, 2015, in 

Weill Hall at Sonoma State University’s Green Music Center.  Music Director Bruno 
Ferrandis leads the orchestra in a program titled, “An Exotic Mix.”  Arturo Márquez’s 
Danzón No. 2, which evokes the energetic atmosphere of a Veracruz ballroom, and Pablo 
Ortiz’s world premiere bandoneón concerto contrast wonderfully with Brahms’ radiant, 
pastoral Second Symphony.  However, the Brahms too has its sensuous quality, pulsing 
with the sounds of nature.  

Argentine JP Jofre, considered the premier bandoneónista of the modern age, 
performs the Ortiz composition. Jofre’s virtuosity astonishes critics as well as his growing 
legion of fans. He has been hailed as one of today’s leading artists by Lincoln Center and 
praised by The New York Times for his “soulful, artful playing”  and by the Boston Musical 
Intelligencer as having “technique and personality in abundance for this music.” (More 
about Jofre later in this release.) 

Although it looks like an accordion, the bandoneón is actually a member of the 
concertina family, brought to Argentina by German immigrants. It has rows of buttons on 
each side of the bellows and no keyboard. Jofre says that it was “probably used, early on, 
as a poor man’s church organ.” Pablo Ortiz born in Argentina, had written a few earlier 
pieces for bandoneón before this concerto. He says, “I grew up listening to tango music, as 
well as the Western Classical canon and other popular genres, such as rock, jazz and 
blues.  All of these influences are present in my work. In writing for the bandoneón, I was 
trying to develop a more abstract contemporary language, perhaps still informed by my 
knowledge of tango music, but where the tango influences would not be too obvious. . 
.the piece has the normal three movements of the concerto genre.” While writing, Ortiz 
consulted with the remarkable artist Juan Pablo Jofre, for whom the work was written, 
“just as Brahms consulted Joseph Joachim, regarding technical details of writing a virtuoso 
solo work in his violin concerto.” Ortiz is currently a professor composition at U.C. Davis. 
(Complete bio here.) 

Ticket Information 
Tickets for the Santa Rosa Symphony’s February concerts range from $20 to $80. Tickets 
for the Discovery Open Rehearsal on Saturday at 2 p.m. are $15 for adults and $10 youth 
(under 18). Reserve by calling (707) 546-8742, or purchase online at 

santarosasymphony.com.  

Concert Times and Location 
Classical Series concert times are Saturday, February 7 and Monday, February 9 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, February 8 at 3 p.m. The 
Discovery Open Rehearsal begins at 2 p.m. on Saturday, February 7. Performances are at Weill Hall, Green Music Center, Sonoma 
State University (Petaluma Hill Road and Rohnert Park Expressway). There is no parking fee for Santa Rosa Symphony concerts. 

Get Cued in with Pre-Concert Talks and Online Program Notes 
Bruno Ferrandis and composer Pablo Ortiz will be featured in “Conversations with the Conductor,” a pre-concert talk with Q & A 
beginning one hour before each performance (excluding the Saturday Discovery Open Rehearsal). This is an open-seating event free 
to ticket holders. Program Notes for this month’s concert are available online here.  

Guest Artist Biography 
On the heels of sold-out concerts at Lincoln Center and the Celebrity Series of Boston, where he received standing ovations, JP Jofre 
released his debut CD Hard Tango on June 26, 2013. The CD features 11-time Grammy winner Paquito D’Rivera, who recorded 
Jofre’s original composition “Primavera” as well as another Grammy winner, Fernando Otero. All but three of the arrangements on 

http://arts.ucdavis.edu/faculty-profile/pablo-ortiz-0�
http://www.santarosasymphony.com/14_15_events/event_Classical_5.asp�


the release are composed by Jofre. A recipient of the National Prize of the Arts Grant in Argentina, Jofre has brought his exciting 
contemporary tango to some of the most important venues and festivals worldwide, including the Taiwan National Theatre, Italy’s 
Umbria Jazz Festival, Sudtirol Jazz Festival and Celebrity Series of Boston, among others.  Jofre has performed with celebrated 
musicians of the Sacramento Philharmonic Orchestra, Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, Nina Beilina, Dartmouth Wind Symphony 
Orchestra, Festival of the Americas Symphony Orchestra, Fernando Otero Quintet, Westchester Jazz Orchestra, Mendoza National 
Symphony Orchestra and Frost Studio Jazz Band.  Complete bio here. 

 
—Photos of guest artists and conductor Bruno Ferrandis available upon request— 

 
CALENDAR LISTING 
 
What: Symphony Concert   “An Exotic Mix” 
Who:   
Santa Rosa Symphony 
Bruno Ferrandis, conductor 
JP Jofre, bandoneón 
 
Program: 
MÁRQUEZ: Danzón No. 2 
PABLO ORTIZ: Concerto for Bandoneón [World Premiere] 
BRAHMS: Symphony No. 2     
 
Date and Time:  
Saturday, February 7, 2015 at 8 p.m.  
(Discovery Open Rehearsal, Sat., February 7 at 2 p.m.) 
Sunday, February 8, 2015 at 3 p.m.  
Monday, February 9, 2015 at 8 p.m. 
 
Pre-concert talks with Bruno Ferrandis and guests start one hour before each performance (except Discovery Rehearsal).  
 
Venue: Weill Hall, Green Music Center at Sonoma State University (Petaluma Hill Road and Rohnert Park Expressway) 
 
Tickets: Single tickets range from $20-$80, depending on seating. Discovery Open Rehearsal tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for 
youth under 18 (open seating). Purchase tickets online at santarosasymphony.com, order  by phone at  54-MUSIC (707-546-8742) or 
in person at the SRS Patron Services Office, 50 Santa Rosa Avenue, Santa Rosa. Hours: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
(Wednesdays 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.) Patron Services is also open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays of concert weekend. Tickets may 
also be purchased at the door 1½ hours before each performance (based on availability.) $10 Student Rush tickets (student I.D. 
required) can be purchased an hour prior to curtain.  
 
__________________ 
MEDIA CONTACT: Sara Mitchell 
Director of Marketing and Public Relations 
707-546-7097 ext.218 
sara@santarosasymphony.com  
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